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Pageant of Peace Continues a Long Tradition on the Ellipse
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The Christmas Pageant of Peace is a Washington tradition during the holiday season. In early

December, the Pageant begins with the lighting of the National Christmas Tree on the Ellipse.

On almost every night following the ceremony, until New Years Day, musical groups from through-

out the region perform on the outdoor Pageant stage. Visitors may stroll among the 56 smaller

trees, representing the fifty states, five territories and the District of Columbia. 

The tradition of a tree lighting ceremony in the nation’s capital began in 1913 when 20,000

onlookers witnessed the lighting of the first Washington Community Christmas Tree. President

Woodrow Wilson and Vice President Thomas Marshall officiated at that ceremony. 

A decade later, President Calvin Coolidge lit the Community Christmas Tree, a sixty foot ever-

green from his home state of Vermont, and declared it the National Christmas Tree on behalf of all

Americans. Today’s National Christmas tree was transplanted from Pennsylvania in 1978. The live

40-foot Colorado blue spruce is now on the Ellipse, near the South Lawn of the White House. 

The 2005 Opening Night ceremony will take place on Thursday, December 1, at 5 p.m. The traditional hour-long

program includes holiday music by a United States military band, performances by choral groups, a cheery welcome 

by Santa Claus, and a holiday message from the President of the United States. Public tickets will be distributed on

Saturday, November 5, at 8 a.m. at the Ellipse Visitor Pavilion, located at 15th and E Streets, NW, south of the White House. Limit of four tickets per person. Please arrive early.

Beginning December 2, the Pageant site will be open daily from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. through January 1, 2006. For additional information call 202-208-1631, 

TTY 202-219-5246, or visit us on the internet at http:nps.gov/whho/pageant.

Von Steuben Statue

The Presidential Seal: Did You Know?
In 1777, a committee was organized to design a presidential seal. After many ideas and a delay because of the

Revolutionary War, the seal, designed by Benjamin Franklin, John  Adams and Thomas Jefferson, was approved

by Congress on June 20, 1782. The first die, still on display in the National Archives, was used until 1841. 

The first President who used a presidential seal was Rutherford B. Hayes in 1880. President Hayes used the

seal for White House invitations. President Harry S Truman had the seal redesigned on October 26, 1945. This

year marks the 60th anniversary of that seal. 

The seal pictures an American bald eagle holding a ribbon in its beak, the ribbon has the motto of the United

States, “E Pluribus Unum,” meaning “Out of many, one.” The eagle is clutching an olive branch with thirteen

olives and thirteen leaves in one claw (symbolizing peace) and thirteen arrows in the other. Thirteen is symbolic

of the original thirteen colonies and the arrow symbolizes the acceptance of the need to go to war to protect our

country. The eagle faces the olive branch because the United States always looks towards peace. 

A shield is in front of the eagle. The shield has thirteen red and white stripes with a blue bar above it. This

symbolizes the uniting of the thirteen colonies and represents Congress. Above the eagle are thirteen white

clouds, thirteen white stars and many tiny stars. The rays beneath the clouds signify glory. Fifty white stars sur-

round the eagle in a circle, representing the fifty states. The stars also show that the president has been elected

by all people. Since no general has more than five stars, the number of stars on the seal shows that the president

is commander-in-chief of the military. 

The White House Visitor Center offers special Ranger-
guided walks through the Pageant of Peace site. 
(See other side for details)

This statue, erected on the northwest corner of
Lafayette Park in 1910, depicts Baron Friedrich
Wilhelm von Steuben (1730 – 1794) inspecting
American troops in 1778 during the American
Revolutionary War. 

Von Steuben entered the Prussian Army in
1746 as a lance corporal. He became a general
staff officer and aide-de-camp to Frederick the
Great in 1761 and was wounded in 1763 during
the Seven Years War. 

When von Steuben discovered that Benjamin
Franklin was in Paris in 1777, he sought work
with the Continental Army in America. Franklin
wrote a letter of introduction to General George
Washington. In 1778, von Steuben reported for
duty at Valley Forge as a volunteer – without pay. 

Alexander Hamilton, future Secretary of the
Treasury then serving as Washington's aide-de-
camp, assisted Steuben in drafting a progressive
training program for the soldiers, beginning with
the school of the soldier, with and without arms,
and going through the school of the regiment.
Von Steuben is revered as “The Father of Military
Instruction.” The training and organization he
brought to the army contributed substantially to
the final victory. Finally, he gave assistance to
Washington in demobilizing the army in 1783.
Von Steuben attended Washington's farewell
party in New York City on December 4, 1783.

Von Steuben became an American citizen and
lived in New York State for the remainder of his
life.

SUNDAY SERENADES AT
THE VISITOR CENTER

The White House Visitor
Center will host musical
performances one Sunday
a month at 1 p.m. 
These hour-long programs
will feature a wide variety
of musical programs, 
performed by the finest
musicians in the United
States Armed Forces. 

For more
information,
please 
inquire 
at the
Information
Desk.
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WALKS, TALKS AND OTHER THOUGHTS

YourEXPERIENCE
AMERICA

This calendar is sponsored by the National Park Service and the White House Historical Association.

Programs may change due to reassignment of rangers to other duties that serve the National Park Service.

Every effort is made to maintain the schedule as printed. Please contact the Visitor Center at 

(202) 208-1631 to confirm programs and dates. The Center is open daily from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

If you would like to be added to our mailing list, e-mail us at whho_presidents_park@nps.gov.

Interpretive Program

Walking Tour

Video Presentation

Musical Presentation

Special Event

SPECIAL FAMILY ACTIVITIES
Fall White House Garden Tours
Each fall, visitors receive the

opportunity to stroll through the

beautiful and historic grounds sur-

rounding the White House. This

year, tours of the White House 

gardens will be available on

Saturday, October 22 between 

10 a.m. and 4 p.m. and Sunday,

October 23 between 12 noon and 

4 p.m. Free, same-day timed tickets will 

be available each day beginning at 

7:30 a.m. at the Ellipse Visitor

Pavilion, located at 15th and 

E Streets, NW.

Kids Corner at the Visitor Center
The White House Visitor Center

will host a holiday Kids Corner

event on Friday, November 11

between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Activities will include the 

celebration of Veteran’s Day, as 

well as Thanksgiving. 

Let your imagination run

wild with our 

puzzles, crafts 

and coloring

materials.

No reservations   

required. 

Holiday Fun for the Entire Family
“Deck the Halls” will be the theme

of our December Family Activity in

the Visitor Center between 11 a.m.

and 3 p.m. on Saturdays, December

10 and 17. Create holiday decora-

tions of your own! Wish your friends

a happy holiday in many different

languages! Seasonal reading 

presentations will also be given at 

12 noon and 2 p.m. Activities and

craft projects will be offered for all

visitors! No reservations required. 

Children should be accompanied by 

an adult.

WALKS AROUND THE PARK

These Ranger-guided walks stop at the many monu-

ments and memorials around President’s Park:

“A Winter Walk” – Join a Park Ranger and

walk through the Pageant of Peace site on

the Ellipse. View the National Christmas

Tree. (This program is only available through the

month of December.)

Tree Identification Walk – Discover some 

of the many tree species in President’s Park.

(October only) 

“A Walk around the Park” – Walk through

President’s Park with a Park Ranger and 

discover some fascinating facts about this 

historic parcel of land surrounding the White

House.

“A Walk through President’s Park” – View

several statues and fountains and discuss the

memorials and monuments to many people in

history.

“Stepping through History” – A ranger 

discusses the historic significence of several

monuments and memorials in President’s

Park.

PROGRAMS ABOUT 
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE

Learn about the White House and its important 

residents:

“Welcome to the West Wing” – 

A Ranger’s talk focuses on the 100-year-old

history of an addition to the original White

House. 

“Flat Stanley, where are you?” – Have you

heard? Flat Stanley has gotten lost while

touring the President’s House. Rumor has it

he’s had some amazing encounters!

“Presidents and Baseball” – How involved

have White House residents been in our

“national pastime”?

“Anglers, Duffers, Plodders and More” –

After a busy day in the Oval Office, how

does a President relax? You just might be 

surprised!

“Charlie and Me” – Explore the relationship

between two presidential sons, Charlie Taft

and Quentin Roosevelt, and their experiences

growing up in the White House during the

early 20th century.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Join a Park Ranger’s discussion about the environs of

Washington, D.C. and the White House:

“What's in this Place?” – Hear a Park Ranger

describe the various themed exhibits alcoves

in the Visitor Center – from First Ladies

through Social Events at the White House.

“Before Constitution Avenue” – A creek

flowed down the busy street now filled with

vehicles! Learn about the “old days” with a

Park Ranger. 

“Washington’s Washington” – It took parts of

Virginia and Maryland to create our new 

capital city. Join a Park Ranger’s discussion of

Washington, D.C. 

“Lincoln's Washington” – What did

President Lincoln do when the Civil War

came to the Washington area? A Park Ranger

talks about the war. 

“The Light of the Season” – Explore the 

history of the Christmas Pageant of Peace by

viewing a presentation about this annual

event. Then take a walk and explore this site

on the Ellipse.

GREAT PEOPLE IN HISTORY

Join a Park Ranger’s discussion about 

important contributors to our nation’s history:

“Impeach or Not” – Join a Park Ranger and

hear the story of Andrew Johnson, the

President who followed Lincoln.

“Harry S Truman” – Enjoy a discussion

focused on the gutsy little man from Missouri

who unexpectedly became President. 

“Rutherford B. Hayes” – This interpretive

program discusses the heated election of

1876. 

“Unsung Hero of the Nixon Administration”

Join a Park Ranger’s discussion of Pat Nixon's

remarkable life. 

“Mary Todd Lincoln, Crazy or Not?” –

What have you heard about Mary Todd

Lincoln?

“The General on the Hill” – In 1865,

General William Tecumseh Sherman and

President Abraham Lincoln reviewed the

troops at a historic point in President’s Park.

Learn more about this famous military 

commander.

Interpretive programs are presented by Park Rangers daily at 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. A guided theme walk is offered daily at 11:30 a.m. These programs last from

approximately 35 minutes to one hour in length. More detailed descriptions of today’s programs are available at the Visitor Center Information Desk.

PULL UP A SEAT!
The documentary video, “Air Force One,”

will be screened at 1 p.m. on the following

Saturdays: October 8 and 22, and 

November 12 and 26.

A video on the holiday theme and decorations within the White

House will be shown daily from mid-December through 

December 26.
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